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SUBJECT: NEW FOREIGN MINISTER COMMENTS ON HIS POLICIES 

1 . IN AN INTERVIEW WITH EL NACIONAL PUBLISHED JANUARY 24 
VENEZUELA'S NEW FOREIGN MINISTER, DR. RAMON ESCOVAR SALOM, 
COMMENTED ON HIS NEW JOB AS FOLLOWS: 

(A) ALL SECTORS OF PUBLIC OPINION WILL BE CONSULTED IN ADVANCE IN 
FORMULATING VENEZUELA'S PUBLIC INTERNATIONAL OPINIONS. 

(B) HE WILL DEMAND "SEVERE DISCIPLINE AND EFFICIENCY" IN THE 
FOREIGN MINISTRY. "JOINING THE FOREIGN MINISTRY IS NOT AN 
OPPORTUNITY FOR A COMFORTABLE VACATION." 

(C) HE WILL MEET WITH THE PRESS WITH PLEASURE "BUT I WILL KEEP 
SILENT RATHER THAN MAKE UNSUITABLE STATEMENTS." "DIPLOMACY IS A 
SERIOUS BUSINESS AND POLICY IS NOT THE SAME THING AS VERBAL 
EXPANSIVENESS." 

(D) ESCOVAR SAID HE WOULD CONTINUE THE DIRECTION WHICH VENEZUELA'S 
FOREIGN POLICY TOOK UNDER EORMER FOREIGN MINISTER SCHACHT "MARKED 
OUT BY THE PRESIDENT OE THE REPUBLIC." HE INSISTS THAT THE FOREIGN 
POLICY WHICH HE WILL CARRY OUT "UNDER THE INSPIRATION OF THE CHIEF 
OF STATE, BE COHERENT AND SOLID." ESCOVAR CHARACTERIZED THE GOV 

AS ONE OF "AN OPENING TOWARD LATIN AMERICA AND TOWARD 
ANY COUNTRY, WHATEVER ITS FORM OF GOVERNMENT." 

(E) ESCOVAR ALSO SAID HE PLANNED TO PARTICIPATE IN NEXT WEEK'S 
BOSTON SEMINAR. 
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2. COMMENT: DR. RAMON ESCOVAR SALOM IS AN INTELLIGENT, HARD- 
WORKING, CAPABLE AND AMBITIOUS PUBLIC OEEICIAL WHO WILL DOUBTLESS 
DEMAND MORE EROM THE EOREIGN MINISTRY AND VENEZUELA'S EOREIGN 
SERVICE THAN DID HIS PREDECESSOR. IT IS ALSO A GOOD AUGUARY THAT 
ESCOVAR INTENDS TO WEIGH HIS WORDS WITH THE PRESS, AN ENVIABLE 
RESOLUTION FOR A NEW VENEZUELAN EOREIGN MINISTER. 

MCCLINTOCK 


LIMITED OEEICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLICIES, MINISTERS (DIPLOMATS), SPEECHES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 24 JAN 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975CARACA00951 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750028-0046 
From: CARACAS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 97501 24/aaaaautl.tel 

Line Count: 68 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GolinoFR 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 12 SEP 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <12 SEP 2003 by izenbei0>; APPROVED <08 OCT 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NEW FOREIGN MINISTER COMMENTS ON HIS POLICIES 
TAGS: PFOR, VE, (ESCOVAR SALOM, RAMON) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



